Lions, Tigers & Oboes — Oh My!
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he next concert in the inaugural saa
son of the River Qaks Chamber Of
chestra (known by its mealifuous name
ROCQ) is unofficlally based on animal
themes, So be prapared for quacks, Cucks,
barks, buzzas - and one sultry aftlemoon

ROCCO's signature is the personal touch
that attempts o bridga the gap between the
musican's workl and ths audence expen-
ence, Founded by oboist Alecia Lawer, who
has an extansive background n siart-up or-
chastras, the ensembls is of the highast pro
fessional ievel while slil down-to-earth encucn
1o make the teaching parts of the concens
feel like entertarment.

ROCO has no music director, but insteac
rwitas erergelic and passonate young con-
a hoes 1o lead tha ansamble. This month, the
visiting conductor is the English rising star,
Chiistophar Zmmerman. Curently tha Music
Diractor of The Symehony of Saugheast Teas
in Beaumont and Chair of Orchestral Activi-
ties and Music Director of the Hartt Symphorty
in Connecticut, Maastro Zmmeannan gave his
*most auspicious London gebut”™ n 1885 with
the Royd Phithammonic Orchestra. A few years
later, tke Alecia Lawyar in Houston, he co-
foundad an orchestra, the Gity of London
Chambey Orchisstra, Lawyer Sad that what
impressed her most about Maesiro
Jmmeman was his masterfid uee of rehearsd
time that proved to ba both efficent and pro-
ductive.

“Nothing in {a musician's) training prepares
s far being reigned in under one person fora
comman godl,” she said by phons. "Zrmeneman
is such a gified conductor. Nothing Is wasied.
Ha ust hones In on problems rmmedatety but
doas g0 in an encouragng way.”

STINCT

LEFT: The River Qaks
Chamiber Orchastra,
INSET: Exsvulive Diresciu
ad cboist Necia L. Lawyer.,

thing he was very sen-
sitive about, but one
that out him more on
the level ol small
peoplke. He wiole his
suite for four-hand o

and by 0N A Sarias
of Wustrations for Franch
fairy tales and gave itas
a gitt to two chidren of
riends, who were quite

Another plus is the confidence
Zimmerman axhudas whie not ietting his ege
getin the wary, aways a majr pus for a demo-
cratic group ke ROCO.

The centerplece of the concant, upon
which the rest of the rapertore was planned,
s a ploce by New York composer and clari-
netist, Darek Barmal, Nalura! Salectan s a
scng cycle for baritcne and charmber en-
sambie hasad on poatry by Wendy S. Walters
and Naomi Shihats Nya. A group of anmal
portrails, the work I8 dramatic and cormpiex in
spite of its commonpiace subject, Bermel
wrote “gl four songs deal with human nature
whether by allegory or more literally: jasousy,
seduction, prophecy, and phioscphy.” But
with tities Bka “Spider Love® and “One Fly," the
MUBIG i6 probably not tog somGer.

in fact, Alecia Lawyer caled Bermel “the
Dr. Seuss of composers” and related a story
when the two were studants at the Banff Cen-
tre. 1 pulted my reed out of my oboe and did
what | cal iy 'stupid obee trick’ making it buez.
Dersk Ikad tha sound and wesnled o catalog
." The lasson: De carefil what you do in front
of compasers, 7t might maka il into ther next
piece!

In high demand throwghout the country
and avocd instructor at the Universty of Hous-
ton Moores Schodl of Music, baritore Time-
thy Jonas is no stranger to Bermel's work hav-
ing presantad it many timas. Jones Is on deck
te sing Nafural Sedection at St. Jotn tha D
vine with the ROCO.

Alao on the program is Mawrice Ravel's
bafat sute Mother Goosa, As an adull, Havel
was able to pensatrate the worid of childhood
as few composers ever before. Hs ampatiy
may ba a res? of his smal stature, soma-

gfted planists. He later

orchestrated the work
and its fanciiul and postic imprassionstic col-
ors add to its charm.

Compaser axd conductar Piame Bouez
marks the beginning of modem music with
Claude Dabussy's Freluge to The Aftamoorn
of @ Faun. Opening with ana of the most fa-
meus, langutd esthaiations In all music, Bouez
obs=nved “the flute of the Faun brought new
breath to the art of music,” Debussy intended
to write a cormpiete suite basaed on Siephane
Mallarmé's poem of the same name, tut only
compieted the praluce, In #, ha captures a
moment N the haat of the aflesmoon whan the
mythological haf-man/naf-goal passes the
tima draarming of nymphs and naads bedora
faling into INtoedcating skeen. ROCO Principal
Futist Christina Jennings retums t¢ perform
tho soko.

ROCO will conciude the evanng wilh a
symphony by Franz Josaph Haydn, Com-
missionad o write Sk symphonies in ke 1784
by Claude-Frangois-Mane Rigolsy, Comie
dOgny, Haydn's Paris Symphonies® wera
presentad 1o uproarious acclaim. Same were
given names by the delighted audience in-
cluging number 82 for its infectious rapeatad
passage by tha oboa and strings thal scunds
lie the clucking of a hen

As has become customary at RCCO
conces, there wil be a surprisa opanar anc
an encore, plus a crawing for one lucky win-
nar 1o sit in the orchestra, The unusual con-
carl time of 5 p.m, is designad to allow par
ents a bit of & night out. Children are invited to
attand day care that incluces a musical edu-
cation project plus concert efiquetie in prepa
ration for the oicier kids to attend a portion of
the concert. Childcars is available unid 9, well
after tha last note & played.
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